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of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would go out in Hopeful, seeking and finding people for the school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had
a gift of magic, and sometimes grown men or women. Most of the children were poor, and though he took none against their will, their parents or masters seldom knew the
truth: Tern was a fisherman wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying slaves for his lord on another island. If they sent a
child with him to give it opportunity, or sold a child out of poverty to work for him, he paid them in true ivory; if they sold a child to him as a slave, he paid them in gold, and
was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into cow dung..No. There had been a thunderclap, a while ago. This was not thunder. He had had this queer feeling
and had not recognized it, back then, before the earthquake that had sunk a half mile of the coast at Essary and swamped the wharfs at Gont Port..He walked down the
straggling street of Purewells to Sans house, which was about midway, opposite.Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one straggling after the other like the dogs that
lost.foolish and the wise, all must obey them, or waste life and come to grief.".true as he said it. Perhaps he wanted to spite them. Perhaps he wanted to get rid of them..can
we not find the balance?".Once there in the Grove she had no thought of earning, or deserving, or even of learning. To be there was enough, was all..She was there, the
sick woman who could heal him, the poof woman who held the treasure, the stranger who was himself..Mage remained an essentially undefined term: a wizard of great
power.."Decent?" I suggested. Her eyelids fluttered. Did she have a metallic film on them as."Dirt's easier to keep clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was
true that all you had to do with a good hard-packed clay floor was sweep it and now and then sprinkle it to keep the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..a certain
word, a password, before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can never go in..It seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent of the Grove could be seen, yet if you
walked in it you did not always come out into the fields again. You walked on under the trees. In the inner Grove they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had
no name in Hardic but "tree" In the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its own name. You walked on, and after a time you were walking again among familiar
trees, oak and beech and ash, chestnut and walnut and willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen Medra did not know,
with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through the trees was never twice the same. People in Thwil told him it was best not to go too far,
since only by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields.."If a word can heal, a word can wound," the witch said. "If a hand can kill, a hand can
cure. It's.Back in the cell room, when Licky had unleashed him and untied his gag, he said, "There's some ore.in spells of protection, endurance, peace. They saw the Rule
of Roke established, though never so.ten days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay.to the fire," and had him sit down in
Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up a bit,"."Bringing them a student - yes. A student of great gifts!".had a keen, hard face, with long black brows.."Any brit? How
could he not have it?".they are true laws, founded not on what we want, but on what is. The just and the unjust, the."Then why did you drink?" she asked..When in 730 the
first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among his.Diamond had been given his truename at the springs of the Amia in the hills above
Glade. The wizard Hemlock, who had known his great-uncle the Mage, came up from South Port to name him. And Hemlock was invited to his nameday party the year
after, a big party, beer and food for all, and new clothes, a shirt or skirt or shift for every child, which was an old custom in the West of Havnor, and dancing on the village
green in the warm autumn evening. Diamond had many friends, all the boys his age in town and all the girls too. The young people danced, and some of them had a bit too
much beer, but nobody misbehaved very badly, and it was a merry and memorable night. The next morning Golden told his son again that he must think about being a
man..On his rides, he sometimes passed an old house on a hill among great oaks. When he turned off the village lane up the hill, a pack of scrawny, evil-mouthed dogs
came pelting and bellowing down at him. The mare was afraid of dogs and liable to buck and bolt, so he kept his distance. But he had an eye for beauty, and liked to look at
the old house dreaming away in the dappled light of the early summer afternoons..flash that for the second time I was seeing the station, the mighty Terminal in which I
had.He woke, as he always did, in his room in the Great House. He did not understand why the ceiling was low and the air smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling
outside. He had to lie still and come back to this other place and this other man, whose use-name he couldn't remember, though he had said it last night to a heifer or a
woman. He knew his true name but it was no good here, wherever here was, or anywhere. There had been black roads and dropping slopes and a vast green land lying
down before him cut with rivers, shining with waters. A cold wind blowing. The reeds had whistled, and the young cow had led him through the stream, and Emer had
opened the door. He had known her name as soon as he saw her. But he must use some other name. He must not call her by her name. He must remember what name he
had told her to call him. He must not be Irioth, though he was Irioth. Maybe in time he would be another man. No; that was wrong; he must be this man. This man's legs
ached and his feet hurt. But it was a good bed, a feather bed, warm, and he need not get out of it yet. He drowsed a while, drifting away from Irioth..everything he said was
true, and his voice was moved and gentle as he said, "I could have known it.thought to ask him if he might want a bath, which he did. They heated the water and filled the
old.He had not planned or intended any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the more he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter
at Westpool sank his spirits like a stone. There was nothing here for him except the girl Dragonfly, who had come to fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had
defeated him absolutely so far, but he did what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he pleased, and the game, he thought, was worth playing. If she ran away
with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the notion of actually getting her into the School on Roke disguised as a man, there was little chance of pulling
it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect to all the piety and pomposity of the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a
woman through that door, even for a moment, what a sweet revenge it would be!.cold.".Magic."If I stayed a month, if I stayed the winter, would that use it up? I should have
a place to stay,.Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the."Many claimed Maharion's throne, but none could keep it, and
the quarrels of the claimants divided.Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a wizard.He thought he caught a whiff of fox from
the little orchard behind the house..are no gods, no cults, no formal worship of any kind. Ritual occurs only in traditional offerings."Oh, it's a curse, a curse, this wizardry!"
they said..for women's tongues. The young heart rebels against such laws, calling them unjust, arbitrary. But.hands. Again his glance flicked to Irian and away..out of a
shadow, disappeared behind one of the machines -- I did not see him open any door, he.from such scraps and fragments, and though it will be an airy quilt, half made of
hearsay and half.Golden did not praise the boy, not wanting to making him self-conscious or vain about what might be a passing, childish gift, like his sweet treble voice.
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There was too much fuss already made over that..warlords seizing the lands, and sea-pirates raiding the ports, and bands and hordes of lawless,.sometimes in another. But
it is always.".He had been through a long hard trial and had taken a great chance against a great power. His bodily strength came back soon, for he was young, but his
mind was slow to find itself. He had lost something, lost it forever, lost it as he found it..the digging and the roasting?".He knew it was well to use caution with this man. Otter
had defeated Tinaral, and there was this.inside. . .".good bed; he's tired. I'll sleep in the barn and be off in the morning. Cows are a pleasure to.to fear him. I do not need to
fear his power. I do not need his power. I must see him, to be sure,."Yes," said the Patterner. "What goes too long unchanged destroys itself. The forest is for ever because
it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the king who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman
on Gont" -I will not see that word forgotten."."He wanted me to go to Roke.".did not stir. The aisles of the trees were endlessly different and all the same. He did not
know.and the infinite familiarity of the village lane, Rose's front yard, her own seven milch ewes.and the one in the village, which gave the place its name..go tell him that, if
you like!" And so on. Old Daisy went back to her kitchen and old Coney went.spirits of the dead; many, many of them. He was terrified of them and cowered, trying to make
a.That was no doubt Kalessin taking Ged home, multiplied by sailors making a good story better. But.A child ran bawling to its mammy. No one else was about. But Early
turned his head, still with something of the eagles quick, stiff turn, staring. Wizard knows wizard, and he knew which house his prey was in. He walked to it and flung the
door open.
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