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was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru;.Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she said,
sitting down across the hearth from him. Ayo stood by the table, silent. A good fire burned in the hearth. It was a wet, cold time, and firewood was one thing they had plenty
of, here on the mountain..For a while I let myself be carried along by the white walkway, until it occurred to me.A quarrel between brothers over their inheritance divided
them. One heir mismanaged his estate through greed, the other through foolishness. One had a daughter who married a merchant and tried to run her estate from the city,
the other had a son whose sons quarrelled again, redividing the divided land. By the time the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still one of the
loveliest regions of hill and field and meadow in all Earthsea, was a battleground of feuds and litigations. Farmlands went to weeds, farmsteads went unroofed, milking
sheds stood unused, and shepherds followed their flocks over the mountain to better pastures. The old house that had been the centre of the domain was half in ruins on its
hill among the oaks..defiling, essentially wicked..prentice or a witch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..The first test is the great
test, Dragonfly," he said. Every night he lay alone in this cabin he had planned this conversation. "To enter the Great House: to go through that door.".with the spells worked
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in such events and their success or unsuccess. Such random records reveal a.Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the
world,.Rush glanced from one to the other with her keen, bright eyes. "Not only a handy man," she said,.into the water, feeling the push and stir of the current all along her
body. She had never swum in.upward) that I was in the elevated part of the station; nevertheless I kept going in the same.the cattle, the cattlemen will pay you, and you can
pay me then. Call that surety, if you like.."Would you like some fresh curds? It makes a good breakfast." She was eyeing him, but not for long, and not meeting his eyes.
Like an animal, like a cat, she was, sizing him up but not challenging. There was a cat, a big grey, sitting on his four paws on the hearth gazing at the coals. Irioth accepted
the bowl and spoon she handed him and sat down on the settle. The cat jumped up beside him and purred.."Thank you," he said, opening the gate for the heifer, who went
to greet her mother, while he stumbled across the dark houseyard to the door..were dozens of ships like ours. The moving platform made a turn, accelerated, continued
to."Ach, it's a witch's den," Crow said, at the whiff of herbs and aromatic smoke, and he stepped.hull and the edge of the platform yawned a meter-wide crevice. Caught off
balance, unprepared."It hasn't been changed," he said, but he knew that was not what she meant. "I'm sorry," he said..sheened:.He looked up into the darkness. After a
while he moved his good hand a little, and the faint light.mines of Earthsea. These miners were free women, not slaves like the workers in the roaster tower..went by. Only
at a crossroads an old donkey grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence.Each True Rune has a significance, a connotation or area of meaning, which can be
more or less.Once instead of smiling and agreeing, she said, "It's lovely to have him back, but" and Golden.Her feet and legs and hands were bare and dirty, her skirt and
jacket disreputable. Her dirty toes.She's called Rose, Rowan's daughter.".He was angry then, very angry, a hungry man whose food is snatched from his hand. He
summoned the man Tern to reappear, but he did not know his true name and had no hold of heart or mind on him. The summons went unanswered..daylight, clouds racing
across a bright sky, and across the sea he saw the sunlit curve of a high."To the city.".showed 'em again, I'd have taught them their lesson!".Medra took her hand and put
his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He could not do so now..against all his warnings, and now Tangle was never anywhere near the house.
Women's friendships.they came quite soon to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and.He told her, as well as he could. "We were
strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And I.as if his body became the body of earth, and he knew its arteries and organs and muscles as his.them, I have the
courage, if you do!".to see truly can see him as he is, the lord of all substances. The root of power lies in him. Do."And no friends?".guests from Kembermouth or from
neighboring domains, the herd of deer, the swans, and the fountain.Rose was very dark-skinned, with a cloud of crinkled hair, a thin mouth, an intent, serious face. Her feet
and legs and hands were bare and dirty, her skirt and jacket disreputable. Her dirty toes and fingers were delicate and elegant, and a necklace of amethysts gleamed under
the torn, buttonless jacket. Her mother, Tangle, made a good living by curing and healing, bone-knitting and birth-easing, and selling spells of finding, love-potions, and
sleeping-drafts. She could afford to dress herself and her daughter in new clothes, buy shoes, and keep clean, but it didn't occur to her to do so. Nor was housekeeping one
of her interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled chicken and fried eggs, as she was often paid in poultry. The yard of their two-room house was a wilderness of cats
and hens. She liked cats, toads, and jewels. The amethyst necklace had been payment for the safe delivery of a son to Golden's head forester. Tangle herself wore armfuls
of bracelets and bangles that flashed and crashed when she flicked out an impatient spell. At times she wore a kitten on her shoulder. She was not an attentive mother.
Rose had demanded, at seven years old, "Why did you have me if you didn't want me?".stretched out her arms suddenly and bowed -- the end -- but no one applauded; the
dancer.Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the.own mind..better, perhaps, had people ceased to do it. . . without
artificial means."."Not in the School," the Doorkeeper said, smiling..left the Book of Names with a woman in the Ninety Isles for safekeeping."."I have no doubt of that, my
lord," said Azver, "but I doubt she will go-".She stared at him with those strange eyes, as unreadable as a sheep's, he thought. Then she burst out: 'You lived there? You
studied there? Do you know the Archmage?".After a while Ayo said, "She went down to Firn with some of the young folk. To buy fleece from the shepherds there. A year
ago last spring. That wizard they spoke of came there, casting spells. Taking slaves.".troubling harvesters or sailors a hundred miles away..center of pilgrimage from the
earliest recorded times, and the kings of Atuan and later of Hupun.home truths..The password, yes. But I can teach it to you.".My experiences so far did not encourage me
to accost passers-by, so at random I followed a.the boy's gaze dropped..went down to the dogs and the horses and the cattle, and swore to them that she would be loyal
to."Who does?".house. San's wife wept aloud up and down the street. "Bad cess! Bad cess!" she cried. "Oh, my babe.Now Medra felt that he had been asked the question
on which the rest of his life hung, for good or."Maybe I came to destroy him.".Dulse had been unable to answer at all for a while. Then, stammering, guilty at his ingratitude
and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on Gont-I wish it was here, with you-".of an impossible airplane, but remained empty; there were only
the black machines, emerging.At..spring where Rose had named her ten years ago. She stood there; the dog sat down beside her and.ducked down frantically, but felt the
cool fire tingle in her hair as it passed over her. The."If the Grove were cut, all wizardry would fail. The roots of those trees are the roots of.freedom than most village women
and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with.They were not far inside the Grove, and still beside the stream, when Irian stopped, turned aside,.been more
than two hundred.."So when the Windkey returned, we were nine again. But divided. For the Summoner said we must meet again and choose an Archmage. The king had
had no place among us, he said. And "a woman on Gont", whoever she may be, has no place among the men on Roke. Eh? The Windkey, the Chanter, the Changer, the
Hand, say he is right. And as King Lebannen is one returned from death, fulfilling that prophecy, they say so will the Archmage be one returned from death.".He pulled up
some grass and rubbed at the slimy mud on his feet and legs. It was not dry yet, and only smeared about on his skin. "I hate mud," he whispered. Then he snapped his jaws
and stopped trying to clean his legs. "Dirt, dirt," he said, gently patting the ground he sat on. Then, very slow, very careful, he began to speak the spell of calling..Lands, a
governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and cities are ruled.everything that had happened to me in the past several hours..After Maharion's
death in 452, several claimants contested the throne; none prevailed. Within a.ring, maybe that's nothing compared to what the wizards and the dragonlords can do, but it's
not.Tern left late that year on his journey. He had with him a boy of fifteen, Mote, a promising."Oh child, oh lamb," said Rush, taking her into her embrace; but though she
hugged Rush, Dory did not bend..palace with fire.."By the grace of water, that carries no scent," Otter said, standing up. A litter of walnut shells.Golden stared, then filled his
plate and sat down. "Left," he said..His voice had become very soft, very dark..flew by in strips of flame and color; parabolic arches, white platforms. "Forteran,
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Forteran,.home in Havnor; the stone cell, and Hound; the brick cell in the barracks and the spell-bonds.evenings, at the dark face bent above a lore-book or a shirt that
needed mending. The eyes cast.10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1.son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned.".He looked about, curious and wary. All over the hill spark-weed was in
flower, its long petals
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