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ambulance to the hospital, whisked into surgery, and for a while, blessed unconsciousness..Averting his eyes from Vanadium's face, Junior moved farther up the stocky
body. He folded back the tweed sports jacket to reveal a shoulder holster.."Those were Rowena's affectionate names for the boys when they were babies. Her private
nonsense names for them, because she said they were like two beautiful little elves and ought to have elfin names.".Shaking with a fear that had nothing to do with Junior
Cain and flying bullets, or even with memories of Josef Krepp and his vile necklace, Tom Vanadium closed the sketch pad and put it on the window seat. He opened the
window, and in rushed the susurration of breeze-stirred oak leaves..The traffic light turned green. Now onward home. Rolex recovered and bright upon his wrist, Junior Cain
drove his Mercedes with a restraint that required more self-control than he had realized he could tap, even with the guidance of Zedd.."I don't ... don't understand." Blinking
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sleepily, pretending to be still thickheaded from tranquilizers and whatever other drugs they were dripping into his veins, Junior was pleased by the note of perplexity in his
hoarse voice, although he knew that even an Oscar-caliber performance would not win over this critic..The tone sounded, as promised, and a man's voice spoke from the
box: "It's Max. You're psychic. I found the hospital here. Poor kid bad a cerebral hemorrhage, arising from a hyperensive crisis caused by ... eclampsia, I think it is. Baby
survived. Call me, huh?".The currents of irrational fear, which bring periodic turbulence to virtually every childhood, didn't disturb the smoothly flowing river of Barty's first
three years. He showed no fear of the doctor or the dentist,.At first, he couldn't gather the nerve to return to the kitchen. He was crazily certain that in his absence, the dead
detective would have risen and would be waiting for him..Celestina was hardly more than a child herself, pretending to have the strong shoulders and the breadth of
experience to bear this burden. She felt half crushed.Besides, he wasn't on the Greenbaum Gallery customer list and didn't have an invitation..Setting out after dark, Paul
had walked south, following the coastal highway. He was accompanied by the windy rush of passing traffic, but later only by the occasional cry of a blue heron, the whisper
of a salty breeze in the shore grass, and the murmur of the surf. Without pushing himself too hard, he reached La Jolla by dawn..In the end, the reason for the walking was
the walking itself. Walking gave him something to do, a needed purpose. Motion equaled meaning. Movement became a medicine for melancholy, a preventive for
madness..With remarkably little splash, the sedan eased into the water. Briefly it floated, bobbling near shore, tipped forward by the weight of the engine. As the lake
flooded in through the floor vents, the vehicle settled steadily-then sank rapidly when water reached the two partially open windows..THE SANDMAN WAS powerless to
cast a spell of sleep while Junior spent the night flushing away enough water to drain a reservoir..Wait here in the car. Give them time to settle down. At this hour, they
would put the kid to bed first. Then Ichabod and Celestina would go to their room, undress for the night..This was only a fraction of Paul's collection. Thousands of additional
issues filled rooms at home..Trembling, she sat beside the bassinet and gazed at her baby with such love that the force of it ought to have rocked him awake..After Agnes
read the final words on the final page, Barty was drunk on speculation, chattering about what-might-have-happened-next to these characters that had become his friends.
He talked nonstop while changing into his pajamas, while peeing, while brushing his teeth, and Agnes wondered how she would wind him down to sleep..At Tom
Vanadium's request, the taxi dropped him one block from his new-and temporary-home shortly before ten o'clock in the evening..Reminding himself that fortune favored the
persistent and that he must always look for the bright side, Junior began with the city itself and with those whose surnames were Bartholomew. This was a manageable
number..This Detroit-built gondola would swiftly navigate the Styx without a black-robed gondolier to pole it onward..Her elegance was appealing. A pink Chanel suit with
knee-length skirt, a strand of pearls. Her figure was spectacular, but she didn't flaunt it. She was even wearing a bra. In this age of bold erotic fashion, her more demure
style was enormously seductive..He did not look at the battered face. Dare to meet those shuttered eyes, and they might spring open, full of blood and fix him with a
crucifying stare..His dry tongue, his parched mouth, his desiccated throat felt packed fall of sand, and his voice lay buried alive down there..The search for Cain was
secondary. Getting to the revolver took Priority. Regain the gun and then proceed room by haunted room to hunt him down. Hunt him down, if he was here. And if Cain
didn't do the hunting first..When she complimented him on being such a good little soldier, abiding his cold with no complaint, he shrugged. Without looking up from the
coloring book, he said, "It's just here.".wickedly sharp silver scimitar suspended by a filament more fragile than a human hair..Agnes hadn't asked him to keep his strange
feat a secret from his uncles. In truth, she had come home in such a curious state of mind that even as she'd worked with Jacob to prepare dinner and even as she'd
overseen Edom's setting of the table, she hesitated to tell them what had happened on the run from Joey's grave to the station wagon. She fluctuated between guarded
euphoria and fear bordering on panic, and she didn't trust herself to recount the experience until she had taken more time to absorb it..She rushed on: "I'm one of the best
waitresses they have, so if I ask for dinner shifts only, I'll get them. Tips are better at dinner. And working the one shift, four and a half to five hours, I'll have a regular
schedule.".Junior realized that thick drool oozed out of the right comer of his mouth. Shakily, he raised one hand to wipe his face..Rescuers appeared with hydraulic pry
bars and metal cutting saws. Civilians were shepherded back to the sidewalks..Agnes rubbed noses with him again, kissed him, and rose from the edge of the bed..hearts
represented either a rival in love or a lover who would betray an enemy who would deeply wound the heart. The knave of diamonds was someone who would cause
financial grief. The knave of clubs was someone who would wound with words: one who libeled or slandered, or who assaulted you with mean-spirited and unjust
criticism..He closed his eyes to know the kitchen as Barty knew it. The fine aromas, the musical clink of spoons, the tinny rattle of pans, the liquid swish of a stirring whisk,
the heat from the ovens, the women's voices: Gradually, denying himself sight, he was aware of his other senses sharpening..Although she had slept well and though her
hemorrhaging had been successfully arrested, Agnes was too weak to manage breakfast alone. A simple spoon was as heavy and as unwieldy as a shovel..The magazine
covers were colorful, lurid, full of violence and eeriness and the coy sexual suggestiveness of a more innocent time. Most days, he read a story while eating the two pieces
of fruit that were his lunch, but sometimes he lost himself in a particularly vivid illustration, daydreaming about far places and great adventures..If not for Celestina's slutty
little sister, Bartholomew would not exist. No threat. Junior's life would be different, better..They wore out a lot of cards and kept a generous supply of all types of decks on
hand..The spectral singer didn't exhibit her blood-and-bone sisters' reluctance to pursue her man..WHEN DR. JIM PARKHURST made his evening rounds, Junior didn't
continue to feign sleep but asked earnest questions to which he knew most of the answers, having eavesdropped on the conversation between the physician and Detective
Vanadium..break and conversation among the customers fell into a lull. When the bar phone rang, though it was muted, he heard it at his table..Startled, the pianist turned
to face him-and backed off a step, as though his personal space had been too deeply invaded. "Oh, well, thank you, that's kind. I love my work, you know, it's so much fun it
hardly qualifies as work at all. I've been playing the piano since I was six, and I was never one of those children who whined about having to take lessons. I simply couldn't
get enough.".Friday night, mystified and troubled, he hadn't slept much, and each time that he dozed off, he had dreamed of being alone in a bosky woods, stalked by a
sinister presence, unseen but undeniable. This predator crept in silence through the underbrush, indistinguishable from the lowering trees among which it glided, as fluid
and as cold as moonlight, but darker than the night, gaining on him relentlessly. Each time that he sensed it springing toward him for the kill, Jacob woke, once with Barty's
name on his lips, calling out to the boy as though in warning, and once with two words: the knave. . . ..Junior was starving, but he didn't trust his bowels enough to risk
dinner in a restaurant. The affliction seemed to have passed, but it might recur when he had food in his system again..That Olympian purge had, however, made him appear
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to be both emotionally and physically devastated by the loss of his wife. He couldn't have calculated any stratagem more likely to convince most.Quick introductions were
made in the process of moving from the porch to the foyer, and Agnes said, "Come on back to the kitchen, I'm baking pies."."Yes. The dried root of a Brazilian plant, the
ipecacuanha. It induces vomiting with great effectiveness. The active ingredient is a powdered white alkaloid called emetine."."I believe I'll just wait here until Mr. Cain
wakes," Vanadium said. "I've nothing more pressing to do.".His profession was cocktail piano, though he didn't have to earn a living at it. He had inherited a fine four-story
house in a good neighborhood of San Francisco and also a sufficient income from a trust fund to meet his needs if he avoided extravagance. Nevertheless, he worked five
evenings a week in an elegant lounge in one of the grand old hotels on Nob Hill, playing highly refined drinking songs for tourists, businessmen from out of town, affluent
gay men who stubbornly continued to believe in romance in an age that valued flash over substance, and unmarried heterosexual couples who were working up a buzz to
ensure that their rigorously planned adulteries would seem glamorous..He had come to believe that every well-rounded, self-improved person ought to have a craft at which
he excelled, and needlepoint appealed to him more than either pottery-making or decoupage. For pottery, he would require a potter's wheel and a cumbersome kiln; and
decoupage was too messy, with all the glue and lacquer. By December, he began his first project: a small pillowcase featuring a geometric border surrounding a quote from
Caesar Zedd, "Humility is for losers.".Between Isleton and Locke, Junior first became aware of several points of soreness on his face. He could feel no swelling, no cuts or
scrapes, and the rearview mirror revealed only the fine features that had caused more women's hearts to race than all the amphetamines ever manufactured..A cheer went
up from family and friends, and Agnes could only imagine what it must feel like to be Barty, both blind and blessed, his heart as rich in courage as in kindness..When
Bartholomew first said "Kay-jub," and held out one hand toward his uncle, Jacob surprised Agnes by crying with happiness.."We'll need to talk about this a lot in the days to
come, as we both have more time to think about it."."But before you leave St. Mary's," the physician said, "I'd like a few mutes of your time. It's very important to me.
Personally.".Agnes had believed that through this ordeal, she'd largely spared her child from an awareness of the awful depth of her misery. In this, however, as in so many
other instances, the boy proved to be more perceptive and more mature than she'd realized. Now she felt that she had failed him, and this failure ached like a wound..Heart
racing, Tom produced another quarter from a pants pocket. For the benefit of the adults, he performed the proper preparation-a little patter and the ten-finger
flimflam-because in magic as in jewelry, every diamond must have the proper setting if it's to glitter impressively..Fortunately, he recognized his vulnerability. Until the
evening reception for Celestina White, he must spend every hour of the day in calming activities, soothing himself in order to ensure that he would be cool and effective
when the time came to act..Of course, you've never seen anything like it, you worthless adolescent twit. You're not old enough to have seen squat, and even if you were
older than your own grandfather, you wouldn't have seen anything like this, Dr Kildare, because this here is a true case of voodoo Baptist boils, and they don't come along
often!.This device, which could automatically pick any lock with just a few pulls of its trigger, was sold strictly to police departments, and its distribution was tightly controlled.
On the black market it commanded such a high price that Junior could have bought the better part of a small Sklent painting for the same bucks..A nurse in surgical greens
appeared. "Pull up the sleeves of your scrub nearly to your elbows. Scrub hard. I'll tell you when to stop.".Lord, help me here. Give me this one, just this one, and I'll follow
thereafter where I'm led. I'll always thereafter be your instrument, but please, please, GIVE ME THIS CRAZY EVIL SON OF A BITCH!.The full nature of the nightmare
continued to elude him, but he became convinced that good reason for his fear existed, that the dream had been more than a dream. He had a nemesis named
Bartholomew not merely in dreams, but in the real world, and this Bartholomew had something to do with ... babies..Yet in her heart, she wouldn't relinquish hope for a
miracle. This was an amazing boy, a prodigy, a boy who could walk where the rain wasn't, already himself a miracle, and it seemed that anything might happen, that Dr.
Chan might suddenly rush into the waiting room, surgical mask dangling from his neck, face aglow, with news of a spontaneous rejection of the cancer..Among Junior's
many gifts, his ability to focus might have been the most important. Bob Chicane, his former instructor in matters meditative, had called him intense and even obsessive,
following the painful incident involving meditation without seed, but intensity and obsession were false charges. Junior was simply focused.If the policeman's gray eyes had
earlier been as hard as nailheads, they were now points, and behind them was willpower strong enough to drive spikes through stone..As Nolly hung his raincoat and his
porkpie hat on a rack by the hall door, Kathleen Klerkle appeared in the entrance to the nearest of the two treatment rooms. "Are you ready to suffer?".Barty, didn't watch
much television. He'd been up late enough to see Red Skelton only a few times, but that comedian always drew gales of laughter from him..Over generous slices of Black
Forest cake and coffee, Jacob at first held forth on the explosion of a French freighter, carrying a cargo of ammonium nitrate, at a pier in Texas City, Texas, back in 1947.
Five hundred and seventy-six had perished..Barty followed the movement of her hand, raised his gaze to her eyes, hesitated, and then said questioningly, "No pie?".Her
hands shook, her entire body shook, and in her mind was a hard clatter of fear like the wheels of a roller coaster rattling over poorly seamed tracks..Rising from the chair
and approaching the bed, the detective kept turning the quarter without hesitation. "She was a very sweet girl. Very romantic. Her diary's full of rhapsodies about married
life, about you. She thought you were the finest man she'd ever known and the perfect husband."."Salt water would be too cumbersome anyway. He'd have to drink a lot of
it shortly before he heaved, but he was surrounded by cops with good reason to keep an eye on him. Does ipecac come in capsule form?".Sometimes Celestina marveled
at how intimately and inextricably the tendrils of tragedy and joy were intertwined in the vine of life. Sorrow was often the root of future joy, and joy could be the seed of
sorrow yet to come. The layered patterns in the vine were so complex, so enrapturing in their lush detail and so fearsome in their wild inevitability, that she could fill
uncountable canvases, through many lifetimes as an artist, striving to capture the enigmatic nature of existence, in all its beauty dark and bright, and in the end merely
suggest the palest shadow of its mystery..Indeed, the winter storm had dampened neither his hair nor his clothes. The rain appeared to slide away from him a millimeter
before contact, as though the water and the man were composed of matter and antimatter that must either repel each other or, on contact, trigger a cataclysmic blast that
would shatter the very foundation of the universe..Although Vanadium had been morally certain about the identity of his assailant, intuition without evidence was not
sufficient to stir the authorities into action-not against a man on whom the state and county had settled $4,250,000 in the matter of his wife's mortal fall. They would appear
either to be incompetent in the investigation of Naomi Cain's death or to be pursuing Enoch in the new matter out of sheer vindictiveness. Without stacks of evidence, the
political risks of acting on a policeman's instinct were too great..After clicking off the kitchen lights, the hall light, and the light in the foyer, he pulled shut the front door,
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leaving the house dark and silent behind him..On the morning of November third, Barty asked Maria to inquire of Agnes what she would like to have read to her. "Then
when she answers you, just turn and leave the room. I'll take it from there.".Tears burst from Junior, stinging torrents, a salt sea of grief that blurred his vision and bathed his
face in brine. "Get out of here, you disgusting, sick son of a bitch," he demanded, his voice simultaneously shaking with sorrow and twisted by righteous anger. "Get out of
here now, get out!"
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