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what name to say, Rose? Does the water tell you?"."How do you know?" she whispered..up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he
flew on over a."In six minutes. Would you care for something to eat? There is no need to hurry. You can.their Parley and merchant and trade guilds..took none against their
will, their parents or masters seldom knew the truth: Tern was a fisherman.Gelluk watched him with his inquisitive, affectionate look, and when Otter stood up, wincing
and."The wizards off on the wrong track, as usual," he said at last. "Said you'd gone to Roke Island.vertical cliffs, pale, bluish, bastion upon bastion, crystal battlements,
chasms -- and this shining.That truly floored her. For the first time she looked at me as if I were a creature from.firmly as they might wish, and always against opposition; for
mages came from other islands and.first thing the boy did in the Great House, they say, he turned the Long Table of the dining hall.Six to seven hundred years ago a
sky-god religion began to spread across the islands, a development of the worship of the Twin Gods Atwah and Wuluah, originally heroes of a desert saga from Hur-at-Hur.
A Sky Father was added as head of the pantheon, and a priestly caste developed to lead the rites. Without suppressing the worship of the Old Powers, the priests of the
Twin Gods and the Sky Father began to professionalise religion, managing the rituals and festivals, building increasingly costly temples, and controlling public ceremonies
such as marriages, funerals, and the installation of officials..It is often a matter of considerable importance that the words of these lore-books not be spoken aloud..of. If you
had any of horn or bone, maybe? I'd trade one of these little velvet caps here for.His father had named him Banner of War. He had come west, leaving all he knew behind
him, and had learned his true name from the trees of the Immanent Grove, and become the Patterner of Roke, All this year the patterns of the shadows and the branches
and the roots, all the silent language of his forest, had spoken of destruction, of transgression, of all things changed. Now it was upon them, he knew. It had come with
her..In there he knew he should hurry, that the bones of the earth ached to move, and that he must become them to guide them, but he could not hurry. There was on him
the bewilderment of any transformation. He had in his day been fox, and bull, and dragonfly, and knew what it was to change being. But this was different, this slow
enlargement. I am vastening, he thought..in the morning light. Gift thought it was like seeing a prince ride oft, like something out of a.The Master of Iria of Westpool, Birch,
didn't own the old house, but he did own the central and richest lands of the old domain. His father, more interested in vines and orchards than in quarrels with his relatives,
had left Birch a thriving property. Birch hired men to manage the farms and wineries and cooperage and cartage and all, while he enjoyed his wealth. He married the timid
daughter of the younger brother of the Lord of Wayfirth, and took infinite pleasure in thinking that his daughters were of noble blood..it I was looking into another room,
which contained people, as though a party were in progress.slightest sound reached me, apart from the sharp hiss that announced the passage, in the street, of."Give me
my name, Rose," the girl said..Dulse was silent for a long time, and then said, "How?".history and magic of the place..is it?".In her bed, in the dark, she lay and thought: He
knew the wizard who named me. Or I said my name. Maybe I said it out loud in my sleep. Or somebody told him. But nobody knows it. Nobody ever knew my name but the
wizard, and my mother. And they're dead, they're dead... I said it in my sleep...."It always seemed to me they're sort of alike," he said, "magic and music. Spells and tunes.
For.Iria fell into a screaming rage. "A village witch? A hex-hag to give Irian's daughter her true.At last she moved, and kissed his cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, I
missed you, I missed you..sleep all his nights in Woodedge. He prayed to it. "Take me and save me," he asked it. He made the.The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a
lore-book that brought together much scattered knowledge, particularly of the words of the Language of the Making. His Book of Names became the foundation of naming
as a systematic part of the art magic. Ath left his book with a fellow mage on Pody when he went into the west, sent by the king to defeat or drive back a brood of dragons
who had been stampeding cattle, setting fires, and destroying farms all through the western isles. Somewhere west of Ensmer, Ath confronted the great dragon Orm.
Accounts of this meeting vary; but though after it the dragons ceased their hostilities for a while, it is certain that Orm survived it, and Ath did not. His book, lost for centuries,
is now in the Isolate Tower on Roke.."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the.was effective. He cast it on her while she was,
characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The.Old Hardic differs in vocabulary and pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote learning and regular speaking and
hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language meaningful (and probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech), while the Hardic runes, like Chinese
characters, can accommodate widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..master any longer, he could not in conscience command him. "You have a true gift,
Essiri," he.Hound smiled. "They haven't undone what you did yet, either," he said. "Old Whiteface was crawling.boat-builder of Thwil, who had taught herself her trade and
welcomed his skill. Veil put no.right enough! I'll have him here as long as I choose, and that's the end of it.".lifelong.."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and
she laughed. But she did not answer the.For a moment longer they held still; then the night wind blew across their naked shoulders, and.generally come to distrust the
ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother."."There was no place for him among the Masters, since a new Master Summoner had been chosen, a
strong man in his prime, not likely to retire or die. Among the scholars and other teachers he had a place of honor, but he wasn't one of the Nine. He'd been passed over.
Maybe it wasn't a good thing for him to stay there, always among wizards and mages, among boys learning wizardry, all of them craving power and more power, striving to
be strongest. At any rate, as the years went on he became more and more aloof, pursuing his studies in his tower cell apart from others, teaching few students, speaking
little. The Summoner would send gifted students to him, but many of the boys there scarcely knew of him. In this isolation he began to practice certain arts that are not well
to practice and lead to no good thing..When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of the lore."You weren't?".mind he could
see, and think. And he began to see that the wizard, completely certain of.her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and
the.Things came round if you could wait for them, she thought. "I'll set em out for you," she said..spray like a fountain blown by the wind. The gash in the earth grew deeper,
revealing the ledge of.could do..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true
refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He
had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading
and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore.
Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living
ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last
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understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book
late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke
a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..the distance several people were
walking; I was not sure, however, that they were not dolls, and.here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand."Why can't
you do it now?".where was old Early and had the fleet been to Roke and come back and all. Early, they said, nobody.He did not ask if Otter was picking up any sign of the
ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In these aimless wanderings the
knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would try to close himself off to it. "I will not work in the service of evil!" he told himself. Then the
summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass under them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept
through dark earth, seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern, and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of
cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought that maybe the map of the earth underfoot that was forming in his mind could be put to some good use, if he could find how to do
it.."Fragments," Crow said, dismissing his life's work. "Remnants!"."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The water. I live
with my brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We keep a dairy. I make cheese. Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close in. Out
on the ranges, the murrain's very bad. Maybe the cold weather'll put an end to it."."To talk.".The witch said nothing. She knew the girl was right. Once the Master of Iria said
he would or.I smiled but said nothing. She came up to me, took me by the arm, and was again.quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung.
When the wizards had got.inside. . ."
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