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from the pillow to study the corner where the phantom waited. He peered beyond the IV rack, past the foot of the."You'll need time to ... adjust to this," he said. "Perhaps
you've got to call family.. . .".At nearly forty years of age, Edom still dreamed of that grim summer afternoon, although not as often as in the past. When it troubled his sleep
these days, it was a nightmare that gradually metamorphosed into a dream of tenderness and hope. Until the last few years, he'd always awakened when the roses were
being jammed into his mouth or when the thorns flicked through his eyelashes, or when Agnes began to strike their father with the Bible, thus seeming to assure worse
punishment. This additional act, this transition from horror to hope before he woke, had been added when Agnes was pregnant with Barty. Edom didn't know why this
should be so, and he didn't try to analyze it. He was simply grateful for the change, because he woke now in a state of peace, never with worse than a shudder, no longer
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at Barty. "You know how it is, Dad.".Intending to keep the front of the gallery under surveillance from behind the wheel of his Mercedes, Junior checked the time as he
walked toward the car. His wrist was bare, his Rolex missing..Yet his heart slammed hard and heavy against his confining ribs, and fear stippled the nape of his
neck..Fragments of the broken wineglass crunched under his shoes as he crossed the small kitchen to the dinette. He opened the bottle of vodka and put it on the table in
front of the dead woman..She told them of Phimie's request that the baby be named Angel. "At the time, I assumed she wasn't able to think clearly because of the stroke.
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